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MEDIA RELEASE: May 2010
Thursday 10 June – Saturday 3 July
The Hired Man
By Melvyn Bragg

Music by Howard Goodall

Director: David Thacker
The Octagon Theatre Bolton presents The Hired Man, an epic story following the struggles of a young couple embroiled in an emotional love triangle at the turn of the last century. The powerful tale takes us right to the heart of Cumbrian life as the couple attempt to carve a living from the land, set against the backdrop of the Great War.
Based on the novel by Melvyn Bragg, The Hired Man became an award-winning musical when he collaborated with Howard Goodall. Howard is a renowned composer of choral music, stage musicals, film and TV scores (Blackadder and Mr Bean) and also Composer in Residence at Classic FM. The beautifully epic score captures the nostalgic and dramatic mood of the era, with the anthemic songs performed live by the cast and a community chorus. Melvyn Bragg and Howard Goodall invited David Thacker, the Octagon’s Artistic Director, to work with them on developing the show for this production. As a result the story has been strengthened with some of the scenes rewritten and new songs that will be performed for the first time in this production.
Lord Bragg commented on the forthcoming production: “I’m delighted that David Thacker is directing this in Bolton. I am a great admirer of his work and he has managed to put together an exceptionally good cast. Howard Goodall and myself reworked parts of The Hired Man for the first time in 20 years with David’s help. We’re quite pleased with the results and we hope you are too!”
The cast includes former Emmerdale actress Amy Nuttall, returning to the stage following her run in the West End hit musical Cabaret. Amy has previously toured the UK extensively playing the lead role of Eliza Doolittle in My Fair Lady to critical acclaim, as well as enjoying success with her classical recordings, receiving a Classical Brit Award nomination for Best Album in 2006.
The Hired Man is at the Octagon from Thursday 10 June – Saturday 3 July 2010. Tickets are from £9 on 01204 520661, or at www.octagonbolton.co.uk
ENDS
For review tickets, interview requests and images please contact Helen Jones on: 01204 556 505 or email

helen.jones@octagonbolton.co.uk
Notes for journalists:
David Thacker is the Octagon Theatre’s Artistic Director. This is his sixth production at the Octagon following All My Sons, Ghosts, The Enemies Within, A Midsummer Night’s Dream and Comedians. 
Full cast includes Tobias Beer, John Cusworth, Clara Darcy, Kieran Hill, Barbara Hockaday, Chris Milford, Amy Nuttall, David Ricardo-Pearce, and Johnson Willis. They will be joined onstage by Musical Director Carol Sloman.

Kieran Hill will be returning to the Octagon following his previous performances in Comedians and A Midsummer Night’s Dream.

Thursday 10 June – Saturday 3 July: Monday to Saturday, 7.30pm
Matinees: Fri 11, Sat 12, Mon 14, Wed 23, Sat 26 Jun, 2pm
Audio Described performance:  Wednesday 23 Jun, 7.30pm
BSL Interpreted performance: Thursday 17 Jun, 7.30pm
[image: image2.jpg]Universic
Bokon, L



Meet the director and cast:  Thursday 24 Jun, free, post-show
              Sue Hodgkiss, CBE DL      

                   Principal Patron            Principal Sponsor
VAT Registration No: 457 9833 90 | The Octagon Theatre Trust is a Limited Company Registered in England No. 8822226| Registered Charity No. 248833
Administration: 01204 529407 | Ticket Office : 01204 520661 | Book online at www.octagonbolton.co.uk
The Octagon Theatre, Howell Croft South, Bolton. BL1 1SB










