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MEDIA RELEASE: July 2010
Thursday 16 September – Saturday 9 October
A Streetcar Named Desire
By Tennessee Williams
Director: David Thacker
The Octagon Theatre Bolton starts its new season with one of the greatest American dramas of all time, Tennessee Williams’ A Streetcar Named Desire. Continuing David Thacker’s passion for directing emotionally dynamic plays, Streetcar takes you right to the heart of post-war New Orleans, where passions run high and individual actions lead to devastating consequences.
Two sisters, separated by time and distance, are reunited when Blanche DuBois arrives unexpectedly on the doorstep of her sister, Stella. Blanche, the fragile older sister, is unaccustomed to her sister’s new lifestyle. She clashes with Stella’s volatile husband Stanley and as secrets begin to unfold it is clear that there is more to Blanche than meets the eye.
A Streetcar Named Desire earned Tennessee Williams the Pulitzer Prize for Drama in 1948 as well as countless other awards. It then went on to become an Oscar-winning film, lighting up the silver screen and making a star out of the previously unknown actor, Marlon Brando. Artistic Director of the Octagon David Thacker explains what makes this particular play so appealing: “A Streetcar Named Desire brings to the Octagon stage one of the giants of American Theatre and continues the tradition of great American drama at the Octagon. This is a play that packs an enormous emotional punch, with a compelling narrative that will leave any audience deeply moved. This is a play for everybody, for people of all backgrounds, regular theatre-goers and those who have never been to the theatre before.”
The cast includes former Emmerdale actress Amy Nuttall playing the role of Stella. Amy returns to the Octagon following her acclaimed performance as Emily in The Hired Man earlier this year. Octagon favourite and former star of The Bill, Huw Higginson, will play the role of Harold ‘Mitch’ Mitchell. Huw has previously appeared on the Octagon stage in All My Sons, And Did Those Feet and Comedians.  
A Streetcar Named Desire is at the Octagon from Thursday 16 September – Saturday 9 October 2010. Tickets are from £9.50 on 01204 520661, or at www.octagonbolton.co.uk
ENDS
For review tickets, interview requests and images please contact Helen Jones on: 01204 556 505 or email

helen.jones@octagonbolton.co.uk
Notes for journalists:
David Thacker is the Octagon Theatre’s Artistic Director. This is his seventh production at the Octagon following All My Sons, Ghosts, The Enemies Within, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Comedians and The Hired Man. 
Remaining cast to be confirmed.
Thursday 16 September – Saturday 9 October: Monday to Saturday, 7.30pm
Matinees: Fri 17 Sep, Sat 2, Wed 6, 2pm
Audio Described performance:  Thursday 30 Sep, 7.30pm
BSL Interpreted performance: Thursday 7 Oct, 7.30pm
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Meet the director and cast:  Thursday 23 Sep, free, post-show
              Sue Hodgkiss, CBE DL      

                   Principal Patron            Principal Sponsor
VAT Registration No: 457 9833 90 | The Octagon Theatre Trust is a Limited Company Registered in England No. 8822226| Registered Charity No. 248833
Administration: 01204 529407 | Ticket Office : 01204 520661 | Book online at www.octagonbolton.co.uk
The Octagon Theatre, Howell Croft South, Bolton. BL1 1SB










