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MEDIA RELEASE: August 2010
Thursday 14 October – Saturday 6 November 2010
Love on the Dole
By Ronald Gow and Walter Greenwood
Director: David Thacker
The Octagon Theatre Bolton continues its season of passionate productions with one of the greatest Northern dramas of all time: Love on the Dole. Set in Hanky Park, Salford, this deeply moving play explores the enduring power of love and the strength of human resilience in the face of adversity.
Speaking as powerfully now as when it was first presented in 1931, Love on the Dole follows the struggles of Sally Hardcastle and her family during the Great Depression that grips the North. Struggling to make ends meet, and with her family facing an uncertain future, Sally is faced with a decision that could ensure her family’s survival, but at the inevitable price of her own happiness.
Voted one of the National Theatre’s Best 100 plays of the Twentieth Century, Love on the Dole was a landmark play in British Theatre, capturing the economic uncertainty of the era and touching the hearts of the nation. Octagon Theatre Artistic Director, David Thacker, explains what attracted him to this production: “As every day passes this wonderful Northern classic seems to speak to us more powerfully. It’s firmly rooted in its time but it could almost have been written now. It’s a very strong compelling story. I’m sure people will care deeply for the young people who are in love and are trying to make a life for themselves against the odds. Walter Greenwood has created a range of vivid characters and writes with enormous wit, compassion and understanding.”
The cast includes Clare Foster as Sally Hardcastle; Clare played Millie Brown in ITV’s The Bill and is perhaps best known as one of the original London cast of Avenue Q. Clare returns to the Octagon following her recent performance as Blanche DuBois in the Octagon’s A Streetcar Named Desire. Clare is joined on stage by Octagon favourite Kieran Hill who plays the role of socialist agitator Larry Meath. Kieran has previously appeared on the Octagon stage in A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Comedians, The Hired Man and A Streetcar Named Desire.  
Love on the Dole is at the Octagon from Thursday 14 October – Saturday 6 November 2010. Tickets are from £9.50 on 01204 520661, or at www.octagonbolton.co.uk
ENDS
For review tickets, interview requests and images please contact Helen Jones on: 01204 556 505 or email

helen.jones@octagonbolton.co.uk
Notes for journalists:
David Thacker is the Octagon Theatre’s Artistic Director. This is his eighth production at the Octagon following All My Sons, Ghosts, The Enemies Within, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Comedians, The Hired Man and A Streetcar Named Desire. 
Love on the Dole by Walter Greenwood was first published as a novel in June 1933, by 1939 there had been a further eight impressions in England, publication in the United States and several translations. It was adapted into a play by Ronald Gow, opening at the Manchester Repertory Theatre in February 1934 before successfully going on to play in London, New York and Paris.
Full cast includes Colin Connor, Clare Foster, Kieran Hill, Sam Lupton, David MacCreedy, Barbara Peirson, Sue Twist, Annie Tyson, Flo Wilson, and Sarah Vezmar.
Thursday 14 October – Saturday 6 November: Monday to Saturday, 7.30pm
Matinees: Fri 15, Wed 27, Sat 30 Oct, 2pm
Schools’ matinee: Tue 19 Oct, 1.30pm
Audio Described performance:  Thursday 4 Nov, 7.30pm
BSL Interpreted performance: Thursday 28 Oct, 7.30pm
Meet the director and cast:  Thursday 21 Oct, free, post-show
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Bargain Nights: Thu 14, Fri 15, Mon 18 Oct, 7.30pm (tickets £9.50 - £14.50)
              Sue Hodgkiss, CBE DL      

                   Principal Patron            Principal Sponsor
VAT Registration No: 457 9833 90 | The Octagon Theatre Trust is a Limited Company Registered in England No. 8822226| Registered Charity No. 248833
Administration: 01204 529407 | Ticket Office : 01204 520661 | Book online at www.octagonbolton.co.uk
The Octagon Theatre, Howell Croft South, Bolton. BL1 1SB










