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MEDIA RELEASE: August 2010
Thursday 3 February – Saturday 5 March 2011
Romeo and Juliet
By William Shakespeare
Director: David Thacker
Ex-EastEnder heads North to join the Octagon.
Best known for her roles in television, and most famously for her role playing soap favourite Cindy Beale in EastEnders, Michelle Collins will be taking to the Octagon stage next year playing the role of the Nurse in Romeo and Juliet. The Nurse is one of Shakespeare’s most famous characters; warm, generous, funny and charismatic. Devoted to Juliet, she is torn between her love of her surrogate daughter and her obligation to her rich and powerful employers.
Michelle Collins has made numerous TV appearances in television in favourites such as Casualty, Marple, Doctor Who and Hotel Babylon, to name just a few. She has also appeared in films and on stage; however this will be her first role in a Shakespeare play. 
Speaking about his decision to cast a high-profile television actress in this role Artistic Director, David Thacker, commented: “I wanted to cast someone who is sexy, honest, charismatic and witty but, most importantly, can empathise with the pain and grief that the Nurse has known in her life. Michelle is a wonderful actress and I know she will bring a humanity and authenticity to the part that will reveal how crucial the Nurse is in the lives of these beautiful young people. It will be wonderful for Michelle’s many fans to have the opportunity of seeing Michelle live on stage in such a major role in the greatest ever love story”.
Michelle Collins said today:”I’m thrilled to have the opportunity of being in my first Shakespeare play at such a special theatre. I’m extremely excited, and a bit nervous, about playing such a crucial role but I’m in the safest possible hands. David Thacker has an outstanding reputation as one of the country’s leading Shakespearean directors and he’s assembled a wonderful cast. I really hope that many people from Bolton and the North West who’ve never seen a play by Shakespeare before will come and give this a go”.
Collins will be joined on stage by David Ricardo-Pearce playing the role of Romeo, and Jade Anouka who has been cast as Juliet. David returns to the Octagon stage following his role in The Hired Man, for which he received rave reviews in July 2010. An outstanding young actress, this is Jade’s first production at the Octagon
Also returning to the Octagon are Rob Edwards and Paula Jennings who made such an enormous impact as Oberon and Titania in David Thacker’s hugely successful production of A Midsummer Night’s Dream last season. They’re playing husband and wife again – this time as Juliet’s parents, Lord and Lady Capulet.
Romeo and Juliet is at the Octagon from Thursday 3 February – Saturday 5 March 2011. Tickets are from £9.50 on 01204 520661, or at www.octagonbolton.co.uk
ENDS
For review tickets, interview requests and images please contact Helen Jones on: 01204 556 505 or email

helen.jones@octagonbolton.co.uk
Notes for journalists:
David Thacker is the Octagon’s Artistic Director and has directed many plays by Shakespeare at the Royal Shakespeare Company, the Young Vic and for the BBC, including Pericles at the RSC for which he received two Olivier Awards. He is currently directing A Streetcar Named Desire, opening on Thursday 16 September. It will be his seventh production at the Octagon following All My Sons, Ghosts, The Enemies Within, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Comedians and The Hired Man. 
Cast includes Jade Anouka, Tobias Beer, John Branwell, Michelle Collins, Colin Connor, Rob Edwards, Lloyd Gorman, Kieran Hill, Paula Jennings, Jake Norton, David Ricardo-Pearce, and Simeon Truby.
Music by Carol Sloman
Thursday 3 February – Saturday 5 March 2011: Monday to Saturday, 7.30pm
Matinees: Fri 4, Wed 23, Sat 26 Feb 2pm
Schools’ matinees: Tue 8, Thu 10 Feb, Tue 1 Mar. 1.30pm

Schools’ Play Day: Wed 16 Feb. 10.30am

Bargain Nights: Thu 3, Fri 4, Mon 7 Feb (tickets £9.50 - £14.50)
Audio Described performance:  Thursday 17 Feb, 7.30pm
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Meet the director and cast:  Thursday 10 Feb (free, post-show)
       Sue Hodgkiss, CBE DL      
              Principal Patron            Principal Sponsor
VAT Registration No: 457 9833 90 | The Octagon Theatre Trust is a Limited Company Registered in England No. 8822226| Registered Charity No. 248833
Administration: 01204 529407 | Ticket Office : 01204 520661 | Book online at www.octagonbolton.co.uk
The Octagon Theatre, Howell Croft South, Bolton. BL1 1SB










