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Writers Guild Awards Pick Best of the North West
The annual Writers’ Guild of Great Britain Awards has selected two individuals from Theatre in the North West in recognition for their contribution towards encouraging fresh talent. The prestigious Writers’ Guild New Writing Encouragement Award was created to acknowledge individuals who have given a writer an especially positive and enriching experience in developing new writing for the theatre.

Artistic Director at the Octagon Theatre Bolton, David Thacker, was nominated by Aelish Michael (writer of The Demolition Man the Octagon’s forthcoming play about local legend Fred Dibnah) to receive the award. Aelish commented on what prompted her to nominate David for the award: “David has fantastic intuitive flair for knowing what works dramatically and has been invaluable through various drafts over the last few months. His faith in the project and in me has instilled me with greater confidence as a playwright, encouraging me to produce the best possible play that I can.”

No stranger to such accolades, David Thacker has won Olivier Awards for Best Director and Best Revival (Pericles for the RSC), the London Fringe Award for Best Director (Ghosts) and Best Production (Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?). On learning that he had been selected David Thacker commented: “I’m extremely flattered that Aelish nominated me for the award and delighted to have been selected. More thrilling than the award itself is the fact that Aelish is enjoying the creative process and is finding me so helpful as a collaborator. I’d also like to pay tribute to Elizabeth Newman the Octagon’s Assistant Director whose outstanding work leading our New Writing Department is creating a rich and fertile environment for writers to develop their work at the Octagon.”
Also up for an award is Chris Bridgman, Director of North West Playwrights, who provide workshops, classes and support for writers at all levels to develop their work. Harvey Cox nominated Chris for all of his support over the years, he commented on his reasons for nominating Chris: “His constructive criticism has done a great deal to help me, as a novice, to improve my writing. He has a superb ability to home in on weaknesses in a script, without undermining one's confidence. Whenever I leave a discussion with him I feel good about what has been said and ready to look at my work again and make it better.”
Chris Bridgman responded to news of the Award nomination: "I was startled - in the very best possible way - to learn I'd been chosen for the Award; and really honoured that Harvey thought to nominate me. This is a big endorsement for everything that North West Playwrights does in nurturing writers at all stages of their development. I'm extremely pleased that David Thacker's also receiving one of these Awards. We've got a very active and fruitful relationship with the Octagon; and I think this double success for the North West signals the fact that this region has a very deep and well-integrated culture of writing for theatre.”

Both David and Chris will attend an awards ceremony at the Royal Court later this year where the awards will be presented.

ENDS
Notes for journalists:
For interview requests or images please contact Helen Jones on: 01204 556505 or helen.jones@octagonbolton.co.uk
David Thacker is the Octagon’s Artistic Director and has directed many plays at the Royal Shakespeare Company, the Young Vic and for the BBC, including Pericles at the RSC for which he received two Olivier Awards. He is currently directing Love on the Dole, opening on Thursday 14 October. It will be his eighth production at the Octagon following All My Sons, Ghosts, The Enemies Within, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Comedians, The Hired Man, and A Streetcar Named Desire. 
North West Playwrights support writers living or working in the North West of England, encouraging people from all backgrounds in writing for performance. They work with writers at all levels – from interested amateur to seasoned professional, and nurturing emerging writers into sustainable careers. They support established artists in exploring new areas of work and new approaches to their craft, and work with theatre companies and other organisations on a range of collaborative projects.

North West Playwrights provide: a script reading service; classes ranging from entry-level courses to specialised masterclasses; workshops allowing writers to develop a script with the input of professional actors, directors and dramaturgs; a Mentoring Scheme matching emerging writers with established professionals, and a variety of other projects, often in collaboration with theatre companies.
Octagon Season Diary (date order)

Thu 16 September – Sat 9 October 2010

A Streetcar Named Desire

By Tennessee Williams
Director: David Thacker
Thu 14 October – Sat 6 November 2010

Love on the Dole

By Ronald Gow and Walter Greenwood
Director: David Thacker
WORLD PREMIERE
Fri 19 November 2010 – Sat 15 January 2011

David Copperfield

By Charles Dickens, new adaptation by Deborah McAndrew
Director: Elizabeth Newman
Thu 3 February – Sat 5 March 2011

Romeo and Juliet

By William Shakespeare
Director: David Thacker
Thu 10 March – Sat 2 April 2011

The Price

By Arthur Miller
Director: David Thacker
WORLD PREMIERE
Thu 7 April – Sat 7 May 2011

The Demolition Man

Based on the life of Fred Dibnah
By Aelish Michael
Director: David Thacker
WORLD PREMIERE
Thu 12 May – Sat 4 June

Secret Thoughts

By David Lodge, based on his novel Thinks...
Director: David Thacker
Thu 9 June – Sat 2 July 2011
Sweeney Todd

Music and lyrics by Stephen Sondheim, book by Hugh Wheeler
Director: Elizabeth Newman
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