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Octagon Receives National Awards Nomination

The Octagon Theatre Bolton is up for a national award following the announcement of the Theatrical Management Association (TMA) nominations for the 2010 TMA Theatre Awards. The ensemble cast of the Octagon Theatre’s production of The Hired Man, which ran during June and July of this year, have been nominated in the category of Best Performance in a Musical. 
The nomination for the ensemble cast acknowledges all actors who appeared on stage during the production of The Hired Man, which included the ten-strong cast of the Octagon Company, supplemented by a Community Chorus of 16 non-professional actors from the local area, some of whom had never been on a stage before. Artistic Director at the Octagon Theatre and Director of The Hired Man, David Thacker, commented after hearing about the nomination: “Receiving the nomination for The Hired Man is particularly significant, not only from the point of view of a regional producing theatre, but more importantly because of the recognition that it gives to the Community Chorus members who took part and gave up their time to be involved in this production. In fact one member of the Community Chorus, Sam Lupton, has since returned to the Octagon to play The Young Collector in A Streetcar Named Desire, and will open in Love on the Dole this week - his first professional acting roles.”
The TMA Theatre Awards celebrate the best of British theatre from around the United Kingdom, with a combination of public panellists and industry experts deciding on the three nominations for each award. 
Craig Revel Horwood, who directed last year’s Best Musical, Spend, Spend, Spend will host the 2010 TMA Awards at the Lyric Hammersmith, on Sunday 7 November, with all the nominees invited to the ceremony to celebrate the achievements of the past year in Theatre, Opera and Dance.
Rachel Tackley, President of TMA, said “The 2010 event is a timely reminder of the huge range and extraordinary quality of theatrical talent that is found across the United Kingdom. We have nominees from Wales, Scotland, Northern Ireland and England. Their work, which we are honouring on 7 November, is proof of the continued value of public investment in the arts.”

For a full list of nominees visit the TMA website at www.tmauk.org  
David Thacker is currently directing Love on the Dole which is at the Octagon from Thursday 14 October – Saturday 6 November 2010. Tickets are from £9.50 on 01204 520661, or at www.octagonbolton.co.uk
ENDS
Notes for journalists:
For interview requests or images please contact Helen Jones on: 01204 556505 or helen.jones@octagonbolton.co.uk
David Thacker is the Octagon’s Artistic Director and has directed many plays at the Royal Shakespeare Company, the National Theatre, The Young Vic, internationally and for the BBC, including Pericles at the RSC for which he received two Olivier Awards. He is currently directing Love on the Dole, opening on Thursday 14 October. It will be his eighth production at the Octagon following All My Sons, Ghosts, The Enemies Within, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Comedians, The Hired Man, and A Streetcar Named Desire. 
Based on the novel by Melvyn Bragg, The Hired Man became an award-winning musical when he collaborated with Howard Goodall. Howard is a renowned composer of choral music, stage musicals, film and TV scores (Blackadder and Mr Bean) and also Composer in Residence at Classic FM. The beautifully epic score was performed live at the Octagon Theatre by the cast and a community chorus. Melvyn Bragg and Howard Goodall invited David Thacker, the Octagon’s Artistic Director, to work with them on developing the show for this production. As a result the story was strengthened with some of the scenes rewritten and new songs that will be performed for the first time in this production.
Full cast of The Hired Man included Tobias Beer, John Cusworth, Clara Darcy, Kieran Hill, Barbara Hockaday, Chris Milford, Amy Nuttall, David Ricardo-Pearce, and Johnson Willis. They were joined onstage by Musical Director Carol Sloman.

Former Emmerdale actress Amy Nuttall has since appeared on the Octagon stage playing the role of Stella Kowalski in A Streetcar Named Desire.
Kieran Hill will be returning to the Octagon for Love on the Dole following his previous performances in Comedians, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, The Hired Man and A Streetcar Named Desire.

Octagon Season Diary (date order)

Thu 14 October – Sat 6 November 2010

Love on the Dole

By Ronald Gow and Walter Greenwood
Director: David Thacker
WORLD PREMIERE
Fri 19 November 2010 – Sat 15 January 2011

David Copperfield

By Charles Dickens, new adaptation by Deborah McAndrew
Director: Elizabeth Newman
Thu 3 February – Sat 5 March 2011

Romeo and Juliet

By William Shakespeare
Director: David Thacker
Thu 10 March – Sat 2 April 2011

The Price

By Arthur Miller
Director: David Thacker
WORLD PREMIERE
Thu 7 April – Sat 7 May 2011

The Demolition Man

Based on the life of Fred Dibnah
By Aelish Michael
Director: David Thacker
WORLD PREMIERE
Thu 12 May – Sat 4 June

Secret Thoughts

By David Lodge, based on his novel Thinks...
Director: David Thacker
Thu 9 June – Sat 2 July 2011
Sweeney Todd

Music and lyrics by Stephen Sondheim, book by Hugh Wheeler
Director: Elizabeth Newman
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