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Octagon Scoops National Award 
On Sunday 7 November the glitterati from the world of theatre descended upon the Lyric Hammersmith in London to attend the 2010 Theatrical Management Association (TMA) Theatre Awards. The event was hosted by Strictly Come Dancing judge Craig Revel Horwood and attended by stars of the stage and screen, yet despite a celebrity guest list, it was theatre newcomer, 70 year old Dave Sharpe from Bolton, who was amongst the winners - even though he had barely set foot in a theatre until recent months.

Dave Sharpe was one of the ensemble cast of the Octagon Theatre’s production of The Hired Man that was nominated in the category of Best Performance in a Musical. The cast was made up of a sixteen-strong community chorus of local people from Bolton and the wider region who performed on the Octagon stage alongside a company of professional actors, including ex-Emmerdale star Amy Nuttall. The TMA Awards is one of the most significant events of its type for theatres outside London, and this is the first time since they began in 1991 that the Octagon has been the recipient of one of these awards. There was a notable list of nominees this year too, with the actors Jonathan Pryce and Frances Barber and theatre companies including the Royal Court and the Royal Shakespeare Company all up for awards.

Dave was amongst a number of amateur performers who answered the Octagon’s call to make up a chorus of people who would go on to play soldiers, miners and a host of other roles in The Hired Man. But when he first responded to the advert in the local paper, he never thought that he would be taking to the stage at London’s legendary Lyric Hammersmith Theatre to collect a prestigious national award. He said:”It has been a real privilege to be part of The Hired Man; it was a joy to work with everybody involved at the Octagon and this award is a real triumph for the whole cast and crew. It’s surreal to be here receiving awards but it’s definitely one that the Octagon deserves.”
The TMA Theatre Awards celebrate the best of British theatre from around the United Kingdom, with a combination of public panellists and industry experts deciding on the three nominations for each award. 

The award for Best Performance in a Musical was presented by Harriet Thorpe who famously played the receptionist who kept her children under the counter in The Brittas Empire, and who has since appeared opposite Jason Donovan in the national tour of Sweeney Todd, and starred in the West End’s smash-hit musical Wicked. 
Artistic Director at the Octagon Theatre and Director of The Hired Man, David Thacker, accepted the award on behalf of the ensemble cast and commented: “I would like to thank the ensemble of ten extraordinarily talented professional actor musicians and sixteen dedicated and committed members of Bolton's local community. All twenty-six members of the ensemble have worked together with enormous commitment and creativity. But their work has only been possible because of the support and dedication of the entire Octagon staff and I'm delighted to accept this award on their behalf.”
For a full list of winners and nominees visit the TMA website at www.tmauk.org  
David Thacker will be directing Romeo and Juliet at the Octagon from Thursday 3 February – Saturday 5 March 2011. Tickets are from £9.50 on 01204 520661, or at www.octagonbolton.co.uk
ENDS
Notes for journalists:
For interview requests or images please contact Helen Jones on: 01204 556505 or helen.jones@octagonbolton.co.uk
David Thacker is the Octagon’s Artistic Director and has directed many plays at the Royal Shakespeare Company, the National Theatre, The Young Vic, internationally and for the BBC, including Pericles at the RSC for which he received two Olivier Awards. He will be directing Romeo and Juliet at the Octagon Theatre, opening on Thursday 3 February. It will be his ninth production at the Octagon following All My Sons, Ghosts, The Enemies Within, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Comedians, The Hired Man, A Streetcar Named Desire, and Love on the Dole. 
Based on the novel by Melvyn Bragg, The Hired Man became an award-winning musical when he collaborated with Howard Goodall. Howard is a renowned composer of choral music, stage musicals, film and TV scores (Blackadder and Mr Bean) and also Composer in Residence at Classic FM. The beautifully epic score was performed live at the Octagon Theatre by the cast and a community chorus. Melvyn Bragg and Howard Goodall invited David Thacker, the Octagon’s Artistic Director, to work with them on developing the show for this production. As a result the story was strengthened with some of the scenes rewritten and new songs that will be performed for the first time in this production.
Full cast of The Hired Man included Tobias Beer, John Cusworth, Clara Darcy, Kieran Hill, Barbara Hockaday, Chris Milford, Amy Nuttall, David Ricardo-Pearce, and Johnson Willis. They were joined onstage by Musical Director Carol Sloman.

Former Emmerdale actress Amy Nuttall has since appeared on the Octagon stage playing the role of Stella Kowalski in A Streetcar Named Desire.
Octagon Season Diary (date order)
WORLD PREMIERE
Fri 19 November 2010 – Sat 15 January 2011

David Copperfield

By Charles Dickens, new adaptation by Deborah McAndrew
Director: Elizabeth Newman
Thu 3 February – Sat 5 March 2011

Romeo and Juliet

By William Shakespeare
Director: David Thacker
Thu 10 March – Sat 2 April 2011
The Price

By Arthur Miller
Director: David Thacker
WORLD PREMIERE
Thu 7 April – Sat 7 May 2011

The Demolition Man

Based on the life of Fred Dibnah
By Aelish Michael
Director: David Thacker
WORLD PREMIERE
Thu 12 May – Sat 4 June

Secret Thoughts

By David Lodge, based on his novel Thinks...
Director: David Thacker
Thu 9 June – Sat 2 July 2011
Sweeney Todd

Music and lyrics by Stephen Sondheim, book by Hugh Wheeler
Director: Elizabeth Newman
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