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Let’s be Friends: Octagon theatre launches public appeal
The Octagon Theatre Bolton wants to make Friends with you! The award-winning theatre is appealing to local people to become Friends of the Octagon and generate further support for the Theatre and its work within Bolton’s communities. 
In its 40 plus year history the Octagon has always been a great asset to Bolton and now it needs the people of Bolton to help continue with its success. The Theatre is seeking to make Friends and Best Friends of the people of Bolton, rewarding contributors with benefits such as drinks receptions with celebrity guests, access to Octagon produced productions, dining with the Artistic Director, and opportunities to meet the actors.
By making a donation of £100 per year benefactors will become a ‘Friend’ of the Octagon, helping to sustain and develop all aspects of the Octagon’s work. Becoming a ‘Best Friend’ by donating £1000 per year will ensure even more benefits as a benefactor and could provide the theatre with an entire youth theatre production or help improve our facilities for people with disabilities. 
In addition to world-class productions in the main auditorium, the Theatre is dedicated to providing a benchmark education and outreach programme through Octagon activ8 - one of the most progressive and dynamic participation and education programmes in the country. Reaching young people throughout the region, Octagon activ8’s work helps turn around lives and empowers local young people to reach their potential through the performing arts.

David Thacker: “We are delighted to be launching this exciting and important scheme, and I am sure that the people of Bolton will get behind their theatre to ensure we continue to have the privilege of producing world-class theatre in the heart of our town. Since my arrival over a year ago, I have been amazed by the warmth and enthusiasm of the Bolton audiences and it is my overriding mission to ensure we continue to deliver theatre to match.”       
For more information please go to www.octagonbolton.co.uk and see our ‘Individual Giving’ page. If you have any questions then please contact John Edwards, Development Manger, on 01204 529407 or email john.edwards@octagonbolton.co.uk and he will be happy to answer any questions about the scheme.

ENDS
Notes for journalists:
For interview requests or images please contact Helen Jones on: 01204 556505 or helen.jones@octagonbolton.co.uk
David Thacker is the Octagon’s Artistic Director and has directed many plays at the Royal Shakespeare Company, the National Theatre, The Young Vic, internationally and for the BBC, including Pericles at the RSC for which he received two Olivier Awards. He is currently directing Love on the Dole, opening on Thursday 14 October. It will be his eighth production at the Octagon following All My Sons, Ghosts, The Enemies Within, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Comedians, The Hired Man, and A Streetcar Named Desire. 
Octagon Season Diary (date order)

Thu 14 October – Sat 6 November 2010

Love on the Dole

By Ronald Gow and Walter Greenwood
Director: David Thacker
WORLD PREMIERE
Fri 19 November 2010 – Sat 15 January 2011

David Copperfield

By Charles Dickens, new adaptation by Deborah McAndrew
Director: Elizabeth Newman
Thu 3 February – Sat 5 March 2011

Romeo and Juliet

By William Shakespeare
Director: David Thacker
Thu 10 March – Sat 2 April 2011

The Price

By Arthur Miller
Director: David Thacker
WORLD PREMIERE
Thu 7 April – Sat 7 May 2011

The Demolition Man

Based on the life of Fred Dibnah
By Aelish Michael
Director: David Thacker
WORLD PREMIERE
Thu 12 May – Sat 4 June

Secret Thoughts

By David Lodge, based on his novel Thinks...
Director: David Thacker
Thu 9 June – Sat 2 July 2011
Sweeney Todd

Music and lyrics by Stephen Sondheim, book by Hugh Wheeler
Director: Elizabeth Newman
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