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Thursday 7 April – Sat 7 May 2011
The Demolition Man
By Aelish Michael
Director: David Thacker



 The 
Soap trio bring Dibnah story to the stage
Next year the world premiere of The Demolition Man will be coming to the Octagon Theatre Bolton, a funny and insightful new play written about the life of Northern legend Fred Dibnah. 

Taking on the role of Fred will be John Branwell, an Octagon regular who has appeared in several productions including Comedy of Errors, All in Good Time, and most recently, Comedians. John will be joined onstage by Michelle Collins who will be playing the role of his wife Sheila. Perhaps best known for her role as Cindy Beale in EastEnders, Michelle Collins has made numerous TV appearances in television favourites such as Casualty, Marple, Doctor Who and Hotel Babylon, to name just a few. She has also appeared in films and on stage; this will be her second role on the Octagon stage, she will be appearing as the Nurse in Romeo and Juliet at the Octagon in February 2011. 

Joining Michelle on stage will be a coupe of other faces from the world of soap, including Huw Higginson who played PC George Garfield in ITV’s The Bill for ten years, and John McArdle who appeared in Brookside, Prime Suspect and Mersey Beat. Both actors have extensive acting experience in television and on stage, and have both appeared on the Octagon stage in the past. Most recently Huw appeared in A Streetcar Named Desire playing the role of Harold ‘Mitch’ Mitchell to critical acclaim.
Director David Thacker commented: “I am thrilled with the final cast for The Demolition Man, they are all wonderful actors and I think that together we can create something really special that will be a fitting tribute to Fred Dibnah. I know that The Demolition Man will be of special interest to local audiences because of the enormous affection with which Fred Dibnah was held here in the North West.”
Aelish Michael’s tender new play, researched in collaboration with some of Fred’s closest friends, focuses on the last few years of Fred Dibnah’s eventful life. The Octagon is proud to stage this world premiere: a tribute to a man who will never be forgotten in his home town and whose inspirational legacy lives on.
The Demolition Man is at the Octagon from Thursday 7 April – Saturday 7 May 2011. Tickets are from £9.50 on 01204 520661, or at www.octagonbolton.co.uk
ENDS
Notes for journalists:
For review tickets, interview requests and images please contact Helen Jones on: 01204 556 505 or email

helen.jones@octagonbolton.co.uk
David Thacker is the Octagon Theatre’s Artistic Director. 
Full cast includes John Branwell, Mike Burnside, Michelle Collins, Huw Higginson, Richard Heap and John McArdle.
Thursday 7 April – Sat 7 May 2011: Monday to Saturday, 7.30pm
Matinees: Fri 8, Sat 16, Wed 20 Apr, Wed 4 May, 2pm  Schools’ matinee: Thu 12 Apr, 1.30pm
Audio Described performance:  Thursday 21 Apr, 7.30pm  BSL Interpreted performance: Thursday 28 Apr, 7.30pm
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Meet the director and cast:  Thursday 14 Apr, free, post-show
            Sue Hodgkiss, CBE DL      

                   Principal Patron            Principal Sponsor
VAT Registration No: 457 9833 90 | The Octagon Theatre Trust is a Limited Company Registered in England No. 8822226| Registered Charity No. 248833
Administration: 01204 529407 | Ticket Office : 01204 520661 | Book online at www.octagonbolton.co.uk
The Octagon Theatre, Howell Croft South, Bolton. BL1 1SB










