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MEDIA RELEASE: December 2010
Friday 19 November 2010 – Saturday 15 January 2011
David Copperfield
By Charles Dickens   

A new adaptation by Deborah McAndrew   

Director: Elizabeth Newman
A literary treat from the Octagon!
The Octagon Theatre have organised a FREE storytelling event in the Waterstones branch where actors from the cast of David Copperfield will be reading extracts from traditional festive stories such as A Christmas Carol, Great Expectations, Oliver Twist  and, of course, David Copperfield by Charles Dickens. The Octagon Festive Readings will be taking place at the Bolton branch of Waterstones on Deansgate, on Saturday 18 December at 12.30pm.
Director Elizabeth Newman commented: “We are really excited to be working with Waterstones and I know the actors are looking forward to reading some classic Christmas stories to the people of Bolton, it’s a chance to share some of the magic that literature brings to us all. I hope that anyone who enjoys the storytelling will be tempted to come along and see the show. David Copperfield is not only one of Dickens’ most loved stories, it is also playful and full of adventures – the young company will perform using puppets, bubble guns and even flying violins!”
David Copperfield tells the story of a young boy’s adventure through childhood. Like a Dickensian Harry Potter, David leads us on a magical journey, encountering villains and challenges that will have you on the edge of your seat! Alongside the actors there will also be donkeys, butterflies, rats, rooks and seagulls on stage in a breathtaking display of puppetry. The production also includes wonderful original songs performed live on stage by a cast of professional actors alongside a team of talented local young performers.
David Copperfield is at the Octagon until Saturday 15 January 2011. Tickets are from £8.50 - £18.50, with family tickets costing £44 (off-peak) and £48 (peak). There are morning, afternoon and evening performances – details from the Ticket Office on 01204 520661 or at www.octagonbolton.co.uk
ENDS
For review tickets, interview requests and images please contact Helen Jones on: 01204 556 505 or email

helen.jones@octagonbolton.co.uk
Notes for journalists:
Elizabeth Newman is the Octagon Theatre’s Assistant Director. This is her fourth production at the Octagon following Seven Jewish Children, Chekhov Shorts and White Nights. Elizabeth has also been Assistant Director on several Octagon productions working alongside Artistic Director David Thacker.
Cast includes: Ruth Alexander Rubin, Tobias Beer, Geoff Breton, Clara Darcy, Lloyd Gorman, Barbara Hockaday, Jake Norton, and Simeon Truby. 
There are two teams of young people involved in the production, performing two shows per day on alternate days, with young people from Bolton, Bury, Chorley, Wigan, Salford and Blackburn representing the local areas.

Auditions to be involved in David Copperfield were open to local young people aged between 10-15 years and took place on Saturday 4 September at the Octagon Theatre Bolton. No professional acting experience was required, just enthusiasm and total commitment. 

Friday 19 November 2010 – Saturday 15 January 2011
Performance times: Mornings 10.15am, Matinees 2.15pm, Evenings 7.15pm – performances vary daily, check the website for full details www.octagonbolton.co.uk.
Audio Described performance:  Friday 14 Jan, 7.15pm
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Meet the director and cast:  Friday 3 Dec, free, post-show
              Sue Hodgkiss, CBE DL      

                   Principal Patron            Principal Sponsor
VAT Registration No: 457 9833 90 | The Octagon Theatre Trust is a Limited Company Registered in England No. 8822226| Registered Charity No. 248833
Administration: 01204 529407 | Ticket Office : 01204 520661 | Book online at www.octagonbolton.co.uk
The Octagon Theatre, Howell Croft South, Bolton. BL1 1SB










