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MEDIA RELEASE: March 2011
Thu 9 June – Sat 2 July 2011
Sweeney Todd
Music and lyrics by Stephen Sondheim
Director: Elizabeth Newman
Musical Director: Tom Attwodd
Community Company Casting Call Out
The Octagon Theatre Bolton is looking for local people to take part in an exciting and major community project as part of its production of Sweeney Todd. This epic production, taking place in June this year, is a wonderfully dark and comic tale of betrayal, love and bloody revenge with a musical score by Stephen Sondheim that is out of this world. Stephen Sondheim is one of the biggest names in musical theatre; he famously wrote the lyrics for West Side Story and is an Oscar and Tony award-winning composer.
Elizabeth Newman, Director of Sweeney Todd commented: “The Octagon has always aimed to play a significant part in the community, getting people of all ages engaged in the arts and realising their creative potential. This ranges from the fantastic work done by activ8, our community and education department, to the involvement of young people from throughout the region in our festive production of David Copperfield. The Community Company for Sweeney Todd will perform alongside our professional Company throughout June, so a large degree of commitment is required. Sweeney Todd will aim to build on the success of last year’s Community Company who took part in The Hired Man, and to do this we are looking for people who are passionate about theatre and, of course, love acting and singing!”
The ensemble cast of last year’s musical production, The Hired Man, received the TMA (Theatrical Management Association) Award for Best Performance in a Musical. The national award recognised every member of the cast on stage; the ten-strong cast of the Octagon Company as well as the Community Company of 16 non-professional actors from throughout Bolton and the wider region, some of whom had never been on a stage before.

Workshop audition sessions will take place at the Octagon Theatre on Wednesday 6 April between 7-9pm so all completed application forms must be returned by 5pm on Saturday 2 April. You must be aged 18 years or over to take part and be able to attend all rehearsals and performances. For an information pack and an application form please email info@octagonbolton.co.uk or call 01204 529407.
Sweeney Todd is at the Octagon from Thursday 9 June to Saturday 2 July 2011. Tickets are from £9.50 - £21.50. To book call the Octagon Ticket Office on 01204 520661, or visit www.octagonbolton.co.uk
ENDS
For review tickets, interview requests and images please contact Helen Jones on: 01204 556505 or email

helen.jones@octagonbolton.co.uk
Notes for journalists:
Elizabeth Newman is the Octagon Theatre’s Assistant Director. This is her fifth production at the Octagon following Seven Jewish Children, Chekhov Shorts, White Nights and David Copperfield. Elizabeth has also been Assistant Director on several Octagon productions working alongside Artistic Director David Thacker.
Full cast to be confirmed.
Thursday 9 June to Saturday 2 July 2011 Monday to Saturday, 7.30pm

Matinees: Fri 10, Sat 18, Sat 25, Wed 29 Jun, 2pm  Schools’ matinee: Tue 14 Jun, 1.30pm
Audio Described performance:  Thu 30 June, 7.30pm

Meet the director and cast:  Thu 16 June, free, post-show
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              Sue Hodgkiss, CBE DL      

                   Principal Patron            Principal Sponsor
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