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Press release: Wednesday 30 March
Octagon Theatre Bolton – Arts Council England 
Funding Announcement
The Arts Council England (ACE) have announced their decisions to arts organisations who applied to be part of the new National portfolio to receive funding between 2012-2015. The Octagon Theatre Bolton is one of the many organisations who submitted an application to be part of the new portfolio and today received confirmation that they will be funded by ACE over the three year period.
Executive Director of the Octagon Theatre, John Blackmore, commented: “I’m delighted to say that the Octagon’s application to Arts Council England for future funding has been positively assessed. Whereas many organisations are having their funding withdrawn or significantly reduced, the Arts Council’s funding of the Octagon will continue. We will be receiving an additional £40,000 in 2012/13, taking our funding to £615,000 - at the same level as the figure in 2010/11. There will then be an increase of 2.3% in Year 2 and 2.6% in Year 3. This, along with the extraordinary and generous support of Bolton Council and AGMA in maintaining their current levels of funding means the Octagon has received a massive vote of confidence from all of its major funders.”
The Octagon expects to welcome more than 450,000 people through its doors across the three years. The Theatre will present around 28 productions, made in Bolton, with a special focus on cultivating new writing. But central to the Octagon’s purpose will be the transformative power of theatre when working with children and young people. The Theatre’s community and education department, activ8, will make a significant contribution to the creative lives of around 40,000 young people from across the region.
Margaret Blenkinsop, Chair of the Octagon Theatre Board, said: “Members of the Board are delighted with the outcome of the assessment by the Arts Council. The Octagon has positioned itself as a theatre offering a high level of artistic success, not only in its shows but with a commitment to new writing and the development of new work. The assessment also acknowledges that our prolific and high quality work with children and young people, through activ8, is embedded within the life blood of the theatre, as is our track record in tackling cultural diversity and areas of low engagement. In effect we are literally and metaphorically a ‘Theatre in the Round’ and at the centre of the community. We enjoy a huge commitment from our audiences, our sponsors and an excellent artistic and management team, and the Octagon can now look forward to creating great theatre for the surrounding communities for years to come.”
ENDS
For interview requests and images please contact Helen Jones on: 01204 556505 or email

helen.jones@octagonbolton.co.uk

Notes for journalists:
John Blackmore is the Octagon Theatre Bolton’s Executive Director.
· In the forthcoming financial year (2011-12) the Octagon will be funded £573,256 by Arts Council England. For the financial year 2012-13, this will increase to £613,000, rising to £627,099 in 2013-14 and £643,404 in 2014-15.

· The Arts Council’s National Portfolio Funding programme begins in April 2012 and replaces the system of Regularly Funded Organisations (RFOs). All RFOs have already received a reduction in funding of 6.9% for the forthcoming financial year 2011-12, reducing the funding from £615,742 to £573,256. When the National Portfolio Funding programme starts in April 2012, the Octagon’s funding will increase by around £40,000.

· 1,333 organisations applied for National portfolio funding nationally

· The new National portfolio of 695 organisations replaces the previous regularly funded organisations portfolio of 849
· 110 new organisations have been added to the National portfolio
· 791 regularly funded organisations applied for National portfolio funding, 585 were successful                    

· 206 former regularly funded organisations will no longer receive funding

All Arts Council England funding decisions were communicated to individual applicants between 7.30-9.30am this morning before being announced publicly at 10am. 
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