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Thursday 9 June – Saturday 2 July 2011
Sweeney Todd
Music and lyrics by Stephen Sondheim
Book by Hugh Wheeler

Director: Elizabeth Newman
Music Director: Tom Attwood

The Octagon Theatre Bolton presents Stephen Sondheim’s epic musical thriller Sweeney Todd. A dark and comic musical; this wonderfully macabre and gruesome story of betrayal, love and bloody revenge will be unlike any Sweeney Todd production seen before!
Feathers, dandy boys, sailors and a Jane Russell inspired Mrs Lovett will transform the Octagon stage into a fun-filled theatrical club party where anything could happen... Sweeney Todd has returned home to London having been wrongly deported and robbed of his family by the crooked Judge Turpin. Reunited with his beloved razor, and accompanied by the love-struck pie shop owner Mrs Lovett, he sets about cooking up his own delicious revenge on society. And with business booming, ‘the Demon Barber of Fleet Street’ has plans to put the Judge on the menu.

Director Elizabeth Newman commented on the production: “Imagine this - a Company of performers come together to tell you a legendary tale, and tonight this tale is Sweeney Todd. The drama unfolds in a specially made Night Club - from this production you can expect breath-taking music, great acting and some fetish gear,  as this sexy, sensual, dark and very funny drama not only reveals the desires of Sweeney Todd but also the other characters who are in his musical melodrama!”
Stephen Sondheim is an Oscar and Tony award-winning composer and one of the biggest names in musical theatre. He wrote the lyrics for West Side Story and the music and lyrics for countless shows including A Little Night Music, Company, Follies and Into the Woods. His atmospheric score, packed with sumptuous songs with gloriously gruesome and comic lyrics, will be performed live by a cast of actor-musicians. This professional cast will be joined on stage by a Community Company of talented local performers consisting of both men and women, with ages ranging from 23-78 years of age – a true representation of local community talent on a local stage. 

The cast includes Tobias Beer as Sweeney Todd and Ruth Alexander Rubin in the role of Mrs Lovett. Tobias and Ruth last appeared together at the Octagon playing Mr and Mrs Micawber to critical acclaim in Elizabeth Newman’s 2010-2011 festive production of David Copperfield.  They will also be joined by actor-musicians Clara Darcy and Barbara Hockaday who both appeared in last season’s production of The Hired Man, which received the TMA Theatre Award for Best Performance in a Musical by an ensemble cast. 

Tom Attwood is the Music Director for the production, and will also be appearing on stage in the role of Jonas Fogg. Tom has written music for theatre including: King Lear (Pendley Shakespeare Festival); Ours 
(Finborough); Origin of the Species (Arcola); Beauty and the Beast (Creation); and piano interludes for Posh (Royal Court).
Sweeney Todd is at the Octagon from Thursday 9 June – Saturday 2 July 2011. Tickets are from £9.50 on 01204 520661, or at www.octagonbolton.co.uk
ENDS
Notes for journalists:
For review tickets, interview requests and images please contact Helen Jones on: 01204 556505 or email

helen.jones@octagonbolton.co.uk
Elizabeth Newman is the Octagon Theatre’s Assistant Director and has directed several main house and studio productions at the Octagon. She is also the Theatre’s Director of New Writing. Elizabeth has been Assistant Director on several Octagon productions working alongside Artistic Director David Thacker and will be directing three of the Octagon’s 2011-2012 Season main auditorium productions; The Wonderful Wizard of Oz, The Queen of the North and The Rise and Fall of Little Voice. 
Full cast includes John Addison, Tom Attwood, Adam Barlow, Tobias Beer, Clara Darcy, Lloyd Gorman, Mark Heenehan, Barbara Hockaday, Ruth Alexander Rubin and Sarah Vezmar. 


















Thursday 9 June – Saturday 2 July 2011: Monday to Saturday, 7.30pm
Matinees: Fri 10, Sat 18, Sat 25, Wed 29 Jun. 2pm  
Schools’ matinee: Tue 14 Jun. 1.30pm
Bargain nights: Thu 9, Fri 10, Mon 13 Jun (tickets £9.50 - £14.50)
Audio Described performance:  Thu 30 Jun, 7.30pm  
Meet the director and cast:  Thu 16 Jun (free, post show)
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Sue Hodgkiss, CBE DL      

                   Principal Patron            Principal Sponsor
VAT Registration No: 457 9833 90 | The Octagon Theatre Trust is a Limited Company Registered in England No. 8822226| Registered Charity No. 248833
Administration: 01204 529407 | Ticket Office : 01204 520661 | Book online at www.octagonbolton.co.uk
The Octagon Theatre, Howell Croft South, Bolton. BL1 1SB

