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Thursday 9 June – Saturday 2 July 2011
Sweeney Todd
Music and lyrics by Stephen Sondheim
Book by Hugh Wheeler

Director: Elizabeth Newman
Music Director: Tom Attwood

Bloody Good Times at the Octagon!
The Octagon Theatre Bolton is ‘raz-ing’ the bar with their latest production of the Stephen Sondheim musical thriller Sweeney Todd by bringing in CSI-style forensic experts to assist in the development of this cutting edge drama.
Prioritising artistic excellence at all times, the Octagon has enlisted the help of two Forensic Scientists in order to ensure that their CSI-style Sweeney Todd crime scenes appear to be as realistic and technically accurate as possible. Today an hour-long workshop was held for the cast and creative team at the theatre, led by Helen Rea and Craig Davies; two Forensic Scientists from LGC Forensics. 

The workshop focused on the science behind blood pattern analysis, with the forensic pair using photos, diagrams and demonstrations to convey to the cast and creative team how a ‘Sweeney’ style attack might look on stage. For experimental purposes the fake blood used during the demonstrations was created using gravy granules – perfect for creating the viscosity found in real human blood, not to mention a natural accompaniment to Mrs Lovett’s monstrous pies! 
Director of Sweeney Todd, Elizabeth Newman, commented: “It’s so important for me to be able to create an imaginative but also authentic world for the audience – so everything from the costumes, the lighting, and in this case the crime scene created by Sweeney Todd’s actions, needs to be as engaging and exciting as possible. By working with LGC we’re not only helping our creative team to make the visual impact of the stage really strong, but also helping the actors, especially Tobias Beer who plays Sweeney Todd, to get into the world that their characters inhabit.”

The Octagon Theatre can truly be described as the ‘life blood’ of the community when it comes to this production as the professional actors will also be joined on stage by a by a Community Company of talented local performers consisting of both men and women, with ages ranging from 23-78 years of age – a true representation of local community talent on a local stage. 
Sweeney Todd is at the Octagon from Thursday 9 June – Saturday 2 July 2011. Tickets are from £9.50 on 01204 520661, or at www.octagonbolton.co.uk
ENDS
Notes for journalists:
For review tickets, interview requests and images please contact Helen Jones on: 01204 556505 or email

helen.jones@octagonbolton.co.uk
Elizabeth Newman is the Octagon Theatre’s Assistant Director and has directed several main house and studio productions at the Octagon. She is also the Theatre’s Director of New Writing. Elizabeth has been Assistant Director on several Octagon productions working alongside Artistic Director David Thacker and will be directing three of the Octagon’s 2011-2012 Season main auditorium productions; The Wonderful Wizard of Oz, The Queen of the North and The Rise and Fall of Little Voice. 
Full cast includes John Addison, Tom Attwood, Adam Barlow, Tobias Beer, Clara Darcy, Lloyd Gorman, Mark Heenehan, Barbara Hockaday, Ruth Alexander Rubin and Sarah Vezmar. 

LGC is the largest privately owned forensic science service provider in the UK. LGC Forensics, a major division of LGC, serves the police and crime enforcement agencies and also has an increasing number of private sector clients. LGC offer a comprehensive range of forensic science services, based on an extensive range of techniques. Their scientists use the latest innovations - often developed in-house - to establish the facts of cases under investigation.

Thursday 9 June – Saturday 2 July 2011: Monday to Saturday, 7.30pm
Matinees: Fri 10, Sat 18, Sat 25, Wed 29 Jun. 2pm  
Schools’ matinee: Tue 14 Jun. 1.30pm
Bargain nights: Thu 9, Fri 10, Mon 13 Jun (tickets £9.50 - £14.50)
Audio Described performance:  Thu 30 Jun, 7.30pm  
Meet the director and cast:  Thu 16 Jun (free, post show)
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Sue Hodgkiss, CBE DL      

                   Principal Patron            Principal Sponsor
VAT Registration No: 457 9833 90 | The Octagon Theatre Trust is a Limited Company Registered in England No. 8822226| Registered Charity No. 248833
Administration: 01204 529407 | Ticket Office : 01204 520661 | Book online at www.octagonbolton.co.uk
The Octagon Theatre, Howell Croft South, Bolton. BL1 1SB

