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Students Have Designs on the Octagon
The Octagon Theatre Bolton and their principal sponsor, The University of Bolton, have teamed up to create a new design project involving the University’s second year Graphic Design students.

As part of the year two BA (Hons) Graphic Design module, Craft and Digital Design students were asked to create a promotional piece for the Octagon’s current production of Sweeney Todd. The students were advised not to be limited by budgeting constraints and to be as creative and original as possible. Before the project got underway they were asked to read Sweeney Todd but specifically asked not to watch Tim Burton’s recent film version of the production as it may have influenced or restricted the creative outcomes.
Carol Allison, Programme Leader in Graphic Design at The University of Bolton, commented: “It’s been a great opportunity for the Graphic Design students to work on this production of Sweeney Todd at the Octagon Theatre.

The students have really enjoyed the challenge and the subject matter has thrown up some very creative and original design responses.  Many students have taken the opportunity to branch into set design and photography, whilst some have sought to enhance their typographic skills. One or two have moved into creative copywriting in order to enhance their outcomes. The solutions are all different but each student has worked to the best of their ability and the results are very good indeed.

We have been delighted to be involved in the project, not just because it strengthens bonds with the Theatre but it offers our students a platform to have their creative outcomes seen by the local community.

It is our intention to continue working with the Octagon Theatre and the University has suggested a yearly prize for the best student submission.”
Elizabeth Newman, Director of Sweeney Todd, commented: “Seeing the results from the project has been really inspiring, the students have come up with some amazing ideas and it is really interesting to see how they would promote a show like Sweeney Todd to a younger audience. We believe that the Octagon is a community theatre for all ages and backgrounds and hopefully by working together with The University of Bolton we can continue to strengthen relationships with the community and welcome more people into the theatre.”  

All of the students’ work can be seen in an exhibition in the Octagon Theatre bar during the run of Sweeney Todd, which is at the Octagon until Saturday 2 July. Tickets are from £9.50 and can be booked on 01204 520661 or at www.octagonbolton.co.uk.
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