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Playing to a Pack’t House

The Octagon Theatre Bolton has teamed up with Pack’t House Theatre Company to present a rehearsed reading of a new piece of theatre at the Not Part of Festival, which takes place in July 2011.  
Pack’t House Theatre Company was formed by a group of young men from Burnley, many of whom have known each other since nursery and lived in the town all their lives. They wanted to present work about what it was really like to live in their community and Black Tie is their first major piece of work.
Black Tie follows Ali, a charismatic and funny twenty-six year old totally unfulfilled with his life working at his Burnley cab-rank. But when he finds a suitcase containing some long undiscovered artefacts from his father’s past, he decides to take a leap of faith and follow his dream to be a stand-up comedian. But despite his success, some people aren’t laughing – especially those in his tight-knit Muslim community. Will he bow to the wishes of his community, or follow his heart? 
Company member Abdul Salek said: “Lots of people do plays or TV programmes about what it is to live in a close knit South Asian community in the North, but sometimes the voice doesn’t seem real – they don’t really understand it. What makes Black Tie a great play is that it’s funny, but it’s also real.  The play’s really important to us, not just because it’s reflecting our lives, but also because we love having a laugh and we love the arts. 

“We want people to know that there IS a South Asian theatre company working for their community in Burnley. We want to work with young people in the community and get them inspired by the arts and show them how relevant it can be to them. Discussing issues is important, but performing them and showing lives reflected on stage by people who really understand those issues is more powerful. This performance of Black Tie is just the start.”
The work in Burnley forms part of the Octagon’s programme of work carried out by activ8, the Theatre’s community and education department.  It has been co-directed by Lisa O’Neill-Rogan (Head of activ8) and Elizabeth Newman, the Octagon’s Associate Director. Black Tie was developed by the company alongside writer and actor Colin Connor. Colin has appeared in several productions at the Octagon, most notably as Fred Dibnah in The Demolition Man. This partnership project is just the start of the relationship between the Octagon and Pack’t House Theatre Company and it is hoped that this rehearsed reading will develop into a full production in 2012.
Black Tie will be performed at the Lass O’Gowrie pub on Wednesday 6 and Thursday 7 July at 8pm. Tickets are £3.50 and are available at www.wegottickets.com or on the door.
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