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Monday 5 – Saturday 17 September 2011
Octagon Theatre Bolton, Out of Joint, Curve, Leicester, 
Royal Court and Salisbury Playhouse present
Bang Bang Bang
By Stella Feehily

Director: Max Stafford-Clark
Designer: Miriam Nabarro

Lighting Designer: Johanna Town

Sound Designer: Andy Smith
Movement Director: Mark Murphy
· Max Stafford-Clark directs new play about the public and private lives of international humanitarian workers 

· UK tour starts 5 September

Legendary theatre director Max Stafford-Clark will direct Bang Bang Bang, a World Premiere at the Octagon Theatre written by Stella Feehily about the remarkable lives of humanitarian workers. 

A seasoned humanitarian worker and her idealistic young colleague embark on a trip to the Democratic Republic of Congo. For Mathilde it’s an induction into a life less ordinary. For Sadhbh (“Sive”) it's back to madness and chaos away from her lover and London – exactly as she likes it. 

But while Mathilde lets off steam with a photographer and a spliff, Sadhbh has her own encounter: tea with a smart, brutal young warlord she’s investigating. Or is he investigating her?

Stella Feehily brings her trademark wit and emotional insight to this revealing new play that goes behind the public face of charities, journalists and NGOs (Non-Governmental Organisations). In a two week workshop Feehily, Stafford-Clark and a group of actors interviewed aid workers, doctors, human rights defenders, government advisers, journalists and photographers. 
Feehily commented: "We found a lot of very serious young people doing important work, much of it going unrecognised.  There were stories of wild parties, but what was most impressive was their commitment and integrity. The play is about a group of humanitarian workers, and traces an erosion from idealism to cynicism, and the toll it takes on their personal lives. It’s about the point at which the helper needs help.” 

Stafford-Clark says of the production: “I am pleased that we are working with a very fine group of co-producing theatres, a greater number than is usual for us. It is one way for Out of Joint to share resources in difficult times, and it demonstrates a real commitment to the company and to this fascinating play from our partner theatres around the country.”

Bang Bang Bang will be the Octagon’s second co-production with internationally renowned theatre company Out of Joint following the success of World Premiere production Mixed Up North in 2009. Featuring Celia Imrie, and directed by Max Stafford-Clark, Mixed up North was based on real events which took place while trying to unite the divided communities in Burnley.
The tour of Bang Bang Bang will include a four week run at the Royal Court Theatre, London where Max Stafford-Clark was Artistic Director from 1979 to 1993. This will be the first time he has returned to that theatre since his production of another Stella Feehily play, O Go My Man, in 2006. 

Bang Bang Bang is at the Octagon from Monday 5 – Saturday 17 September 2011. Tickets are from £9.50 on 01204 520661 or at www.octagonbolton.co.uk
ENDS
Notes for journalists:
For review tickets, interview requests and images please contact Helen Jones on: 01204 556505 or email

helen.jones@octagonbolton.co.uk
Max Stafford-Clark is a former artistic director of the Royal Court, where his work included the premieres of Serious Money, Top Girls (of which he is about to direct a new production) and Our Country’s Good. His productions for Out of Joint include The Big Fellah, Talking to Terrorists, The Permanent Way, Shopping and F***ing and the world-touring, Africa-inspired Macbeth
Stella Feehily’s previous work includes Dreams of Violence (Soho), Catch (Royal Court), O Go My Man, Duck (both Out of Joint/Royal Court) and Game (Fishamble). She was a co-winner of the Susan Smith Blackburn Award in 2006 for O Go My Man.

Out of Joint has recently revived its world premiere production (with the Lyric Hammersmith) of Richard Bean’s The Big Fellah for a tour to Ireland. Its acclaimed celebration of Samuel “Dictionary” Johnson, A Dish of Tea with Dr Johnson, will play at the Arts Theatre, West End from 31 August to 24 September following a sell-out run at the Edinburgh Festival. Its production with Chichester Festival Theatre of Caryl Churchill’s Top Girls, directed by Max Stafford-Clark nearly 30 years since he directed its world premiere, transfers to Trafalgar Studios in the West End from 5 August to 29 October. And in November the company supports the wry and mysterious new play about science and faith How The World Began at the Arcola Theatre, Dalston, directed by Out of Joint’s Associate Director and Directing Award-winner Des Kennedy.

Cast includes: Frances Ashman, Babou Ceesay, Julie Dray, Jack Farthing, Orla Fitzgerald and Dan Fredenburgh and Paul Hickey
Julie Dray (Mathilde) is a French actress whose most recent film role was alongside Juliette Binoche and Mathieu Kassovitz in La Vie d’Un Autre (dir. Sylvie Testud). She has had an extensive career on the French stage and screen.

Orla Fitzgerald (Sadhbh) is best-known for her leading role as Sinead in Ken Loach’s feature film The Wind That Shakes The Barley. Her stage credits include The Comedy of Errors (Royal Exchange) and Pumpgirl (Bush). 

Following performances at the Octagon Theatre Bolton Bang Bang Bang will go on to tour throughout the country at the following venues:
5-17 September

Octagon Theatre, Bolton

Box office 01204 520 661 

www.octagonbolton.co.uk 
21-24 September

North Wall Arts Centre, Oxford

Box office 01865 319 450

www.thenorthwall.com
27 September – 1 October

Nuffield Theatre, Southampton

Box office 023 8067 1771

www.nuffieldtheatre.co.uk 

4-8 October

Curve Theatre, Leicester

Box office 0116 242 3595

www.curveonline.co.uk 

11 October – 5 November

Royal Court Theatre, London

Box office 020 7565 5000

www.royalcourttheatre.com 

8-12 November

Northcott Theatre, Exeter

Box office 01392 493493

www.exeternorthcott.co.uk
15-26 November

Salisbury Playhouse 

Box office 01722 320 333

www.salisburyplayhouse.com [image: image3.jpg]
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