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MEDIA RELEASE: August 2011
Friday 18 November 2011 – Saturday 14 January 2012
The Wonderful Wizard of Oz
A new adaptation based on the book by L. Frank Baum
Director: Elizabeth Newman

Follow the yellow brick road to audition at the Octagon!
The Octagon Theatre Bolton is looking for local young people, aged 10-15 years, who would like to audition for the upcoming festive production of L. Frank Baum’s The Wonderful Wizard of Oz. Auditions will be taking place from 9am on Sunday 11 September at the Octagon Theatre Bolton.
This is a great opportunity for young actors and those wanting to get into the profession, and for anyone who’d like the experience of working with a professional director and actors in a large scale production. Octagon Associate Director, Elizabeth Newman, commented on the production: “We are so excited about having a young company in The Wonderful Wizard of Oz. The young people can expect to be thoroughly involved in the production, performing as the people of the Emerald City, Munchkins, flying monkeys and even creating a tornado on stage! The Wonderful Wizard of Oz is a classic story that everybody remembers from their childhood, a magical playful tale of adventures in a new and exciting land. It is also a story about the importance of family and friendships, and, of course, that there really is no place like home.”
There will be two teams of young people required for this production. They will perform two shows per day on alternate days. No professional acting experience is required, just enthusiasm, total commitment and lots of hard work! 
Applicants must be prepared to make a weekly commitment every Saturday from 1 October - 12 November 2011. This will increase to three weekly sessions, Tuesday and Friday evenings (4-7pm) and Saturdays, from Tuesday 18 October – Friday 11 November. You must also be available for the full week from Monday 14 November – Saturday 19 November, rehearsing every day, and you will need to be available to perform every other day from Friday 18 November 2011 through to Saturday 14 January 2012 which includes Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve. A full rehearsal and performance schedule will be included in your information pack. 

For an information pack and an application form please email info@octagonbolton.co.uk or call 01204 529407. The deadline for all applications to be received is Monday 5 September.
The Wonderful Wizard of Oz is at the Octagon from Friday 18 November 2011 – Saturday 14 January 2012. Tickets are from £8.50 - £19.50, with family tickets (2 adults, 2 concessions) available from £45. Book on 01204 520661, or at www.octagonbolton.co.uk
ENDS
For review tickets, interview requests and images please contact Helen Jones on: 01204 556505 or email

helen.jones@octagonbolton.co.uk
Notes for journalists:
Elizabeth Newman is the Octagon Theatre’s Associate Director. This is her sixth production at the Octagon following Seven Jewish Children, Chekhov Shorts, White Nights, David Copperfield and Sweeney Todd. Elizabeth has also been Assistant Director on several Octagon productions working alongside Artistic Director David Thacker.
Friday 18 November 2011 – Saturday 14 January 2012
Performance times: Mornings 10.15am, Matinees 2.15pm, Evenings 7.15pm – performances vary daily, check the website for full details www.octagonbolton.co.uk.
Audio Described performance:  Friday 13 Jan, 7.15pm

Meet the director and cast:  Friday 2 Dec, free, post-show
Investigate Day: Sat 7 Jan (£`16, £13 concessions) – full day event around the themes and issues of the play.
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