[image: image1.jpg]Universic
Bokon, L



NEWS RELEASE: August 2011
Thursday 22 September – Saturday 15 October 2011
Edward Albee’s

Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?
Director: David Thacker
The Octagon Theatre Bolton continues its new season with one of the greatest American dramas of all time, Edward Albee’s Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? A ferocious and hilarious rollercoaster of a drama that still has the power to shock and amuse almost 50 years since it was first performed. 
“Party! Party!” cries the drink-sodden Martha as the doorbell rings and two unsuspecting guests arrive for late-night drinks. As the bourbon flows it becomes clear that dominating and flirtatious Martha and her embittered husband George are luring their young guests into a manipulative web of savage mind games, from which nobody can escape unscathed. 
Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? has received almost every major theatre award, including the Tony Award for Best Play, and was adapted into a film starring Richard Burton and Elizabeth Taylor. Artistic Director of the Octagon David Thacker explains what makes this particular play so appealing: “Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? is one of the most challenging, and one of my favourite, American plays  and continues the tradition of  American drama at the Octagon. I love great American plays, they move me deeply and I know that audiences can be grabbed, entertained and moved in a very powerful way. I've been fortunate to attract back to the Octagon a top class cast for this production. I was thrilled with the performances George Irving and Margot Leicester gave in All My Sons and I'm delighted that they'll be teaming up again as George and Martha. I think Tammy Joelle is bull's eye casting for Honey, and Kieran Hill (who played Stanley in A Streetcar Named Desire) is delighted to be working with all three for the first time.”
Margot Leicester will play the role of Martha. Margot is a celebrated stage and screen actress who recently appeared in The Knot of the Heart at the Almeida Theatre to critical acclaim.  Margot appeared in the Octagon’s 2009 productions of Arthur Miller’s All My Sons and Ibsen’s Ghosts, receiving an MEN nomination for her performance in Ghosts. She was also nominated for a prestigious Olivier Award for Broken Glass at the National Theatre, directed by David Thacker, in 1994.

The role of Martha’s embittered and downtrodden husband George will be played by George Irving, perhaps best known for his role as Antony Meyer in BBC’s Holby City. George Irving will be reunited with Margot Leicester in this production, having previously performed together at the Octagon in All My Sons and Ghosts, which was nominated for Best Production at the MEN Theatre Awards in 2009.

Kieran Hill returns to the Octagon stage in the role of high-flying young professor Nick. Kieran has worked with David Thacker on numerous productions at the Octagon Theatre over the past two seasons, including exceptional performances in Romeo and Juliet, Love on the Dole and A Streetcar Named Desire to name just a few. He will be joined by Tammy Joelle in the role of his on-stage wife Honey. Tammy will be reunited with Margot and George following her performance as Lydia Lubey in All My Sons.
Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? is at the Octagon from Thursday 22 September – Saturday 15 October 2011. Tickets are from £9.50 on 01204 520661, or at www.octagonbolton.co.uk
ENDS
For review tickets, interview requests and images please contact Helen Jones on: 01204 556 505 or email

helen.jones@octagonbolton.co.uk
Notes for journalists:
David Thacker is the Octagon Theatre’s Artistic Director. This is his third season as Octagon Artistic Director and this will be his thirteenth production at the Octagon following All My Sons, Ghosts, The Enemies Within, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Comedians, The Hired Man, A Streetcar Named Desire, Love on the Dole, Romeo & Juliet, The Price, The Demolition Man and Secret Thoughts.

Cast includes Kieran Hill, George Irving, Tammy Joelle and Margot Leicester.
Thursday 22 September – Saturday 15 October: Monday to Saturday, 7.30pm
Matinees: Fri 23 Sep, Sat 8, Wed 12 Oct. 2pm. Schools’ Matinee: Tue 27 Sep. 1.30pm
Audio Described performance:  Thursday 13 Oct, 7.30pm
BSL Interpreted performance: Thursday 6 Oct, 7.30pm
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Meet the director and cast:  Thursday 29 Sep, free, post-show
              Sue Hodgkiss, CBE DL      

                   Principal Patron            Principal Sponsor
VAT Registration No: 457 9833 90 | The Octagon Theatre Trust is a Limited Company Registered in England No. 8822226| Registered Charity No. 248833
Administration: 01204 529407 | Ticket Office : 01204 520661 | Book online at www.octagonbolton.co.uk
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