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PRESS RELEASE: October 2011
Friday 18 November 2011 – Saturday 14 January 2012
The Wonderful Wizard of Oz
By L. Frank Baum   

A new adaptation featuring brand new original songs   

Director: Elizabeth Newman

Follow the Yellow Brick Road to the Octagon this Christmas

This Christmas the Octagon Theatre Bolton presents a festive production of The Wonderful Wizard of Oz – a new adaptation of the classic tale featuring brand new original songs that will enchant both adults and children alike.
Lost in an unfamiliar land, inhabited by wizards, munchkins, flying monkeys and witches, Dorothy and her faithful dog Toto, need to find their way back home to Bolton. Heading for the Emerald City, with the help of her new friends; Scarecrow, Tin Woodman, and the cowardly Lion, Dorothy sets out along the yellow brick road to find the Great Oz – a Wizard with the power to make all of their dreams come true.

The Wonderful Wizard of Oz is a story about the importance of family and friendships, and, of course, that there really is no place like home. In this adaptation Kansas has been replaced by the familiar surroundings of Bolton, and the cast of professional actors will be joined by talented local young performers who attended open auditions earlier in the year to win their places on the Octagon stage. 
Octagon Associate Director, Elizabeth Newman, commented on the production: “We are so excited about having a young company in The Wonderful Wizard of Oz. The young people will be performing as the people of the Emerald City, Munchkins, flying monkeys and even creating a tornado on stage! The Wonderful Wizard of Oz is a classic story that everybody remembers from their childhood, a magical playful tale of adventures in a new and exciting land. There will also be a few new elements to the tale: it features totally original songs, puppets, a pink moped and a few other surprises as well.”

Ellie Paskell will be playing the role of Dorothy. Ellie trained at Guildford School of Acting and, after graduating, went straight into the hit BBC drama Waterloo Road as junkie tear-away Maxine Barlow (series 2, 3 and 4). Having completed Waterloo Road she headed South to play shy, Romanie Alva Wicklow in The BBC’s Ashes to Ashes and, last year, worked with David Threlfall and the rest of the Shameless cast when she filmed a gripping three episodes of the hit comedy drama as bubbly Sammy Dee. As a young, northern actress, Ellie first trod the boards at The Royal Exchange (Arabian Nights) and the Lowry theatres (Feelgood Theatre Production’s The Wizard of Oz) and appeared in television productions such as Burn It (BBC TV), Blood Strangers and The Illustrated Mum (ITV).

L. Frank Baum’s The Wonderful Wizard of Oz has been adapted for the Octagon by a team of writers from the Octagon Incubate new writing programme. The Octagon is committed to developing new writing and Director of the New Writing Department, Elizabeth Newman, has recently been recognised for her work, receiving the prestigious Writers’ Guild New Writing Encouragement Award at the annual Writers’ Guild of Great Britain Awards. 
The Wonderful Wizard of Oz is at the Octagon from Friday 18 November 2011 – Saturday 14 January 2012. Tickets are from £8.50 - £19.50, with family tickets costing £45 (off-peak) and £50 (peak). There are morning, afternoon and evening performances – details from the Ticket Office on 01204 520661 or at www.octagonbolton.co.uk. Suitable for ages five years and over.
ENDS
For review tickets, interview requests and images please contact Helen Jones on: 01204 556505 or email

helen.jones@octagonbolton.co.uk
Notes for journalists:
Elizabeth Newman is the Octagon Theatre’s Associate Director and has directed several main house and studio productions at the Octagon. She is also the Theatre’s Director of New Writing. Elizabeth has been Assistant Director on several Octagon productions working alongside Artistic Director David Thacker and will be directing three of the Octagon’s 2011-2012 Season main auditorium productions; The Wonderful Wizard of Oz, The Queen of the North and The Rise and Fall of Little Voice. 
Cast includes: Ruth Alexander-Rubin, Paul Ryan Carberry, Clara Darcy, Lee Drage, Thomas Eyre, Lloyd Gorman, Ellie Paskell. Full biogs for all cast members are available on the Octagon website www.octagonbolton.co.uk.
Auditions to be involved in The Wonderful Wizard of Oz were open to local young people aged between 10-15 years and took place on Sunday 11 September at the Octagon Theatre Bolton. No professional acting experience was required, just enthusiasm and total commitment. 
There are two teams of young people involved in the production, performing two shows per day on alternate days, with young people from Bolton, Chorley and Warrington representing the local areas.
Friday 18 November 2011 – Saturday 14 January 2012
Performance times: Mornings 10.15am, Matinees 2.15pm, Evenings 7.15pm – performances vary daily, check the website for full details www.octagonbolton.co.uk.
Audio Described performance:  Friday 13 Jan, 7.15pm
[image: image2.jpg]octagon



Meet the director and cast:  Friday 2 Dec, 7.15pm, free, post-show
              Sue Hodgkiss, CBE DL      

                   Principal Patron            Principal Sponsor
VAT Registration No: 457 9833 90 | The Octagon Theatre Trust is a Limited Company Registered in England No. 8822226| Registered Charity No. 248833
Administration: 01204 529407 | Ticket Office : 01204 520661 | Book online at www.octagonbolton.co.uk
The Octagon Theatre, Howell Croft South, Bolton. BL1 1SB
