[image: image1.jpg]octagon



PRESS RELEASE: October 2011
Mini Incubate

Octagon Launches New Young Playwrights Group

﻿The Octagon New Writing department, led by Associate Director Elizabeth Newman, is launching Mini Incubate: a new playwriting group specifically for young people aged between 16-25 years.
Mini Incubate will give some of the North West’s best emerging writers the chance to develop their writing skills, take part in writing workshops and gain feedback and mentorship from the Octagon’s parent playwriting group: Incubate. Mini Incubate will be made up of 12 writers and although it is not essential that Mini Incubate members be based in the North West, it is recommended as the group will be meeting once a week, every other week, starting at the end of November 2011.
Members will be invited to join the group by Elizabeth Newman following the submission of scripts in application for a place. To apply for a place in the group simply submit ten A4 pages of script along with a short biography or CV. The closing date for all entries is Friday 18 November 2011; no submissions will be accepted after this date. In the interests of the environment the Octagon encourages that all entries be sent by email where possible. 

Send your entries by email to info@octagonbolton.co.uk or by post to Vicky Entwistle, Octagon Theatre Bolton, Howell Croft South, Bolton BL1 1SB. Please clearly mark your application with the heading Mini Incubate.
Best of luck!

ENDS
For additional information please Helen Jones on: 01204 556505 or email helen.jones@octagonbolton.co.uk
Notes for journalists:

Elizabeth Newman is the Octagon Theatre’s Associate Director and has directed several main house and studio productions at the Octagon. She is also the Theatre’s Head of New Writing. Elizabeth has been Assistant Director on several Octagon productions working alongside Artistic Director David Thacker and will be directing three of the Octagon’s 2011-2012 Season main auditorium productions; The Wonderful Wizard of Oz, The Queen of the North and The Rise and Fall of Little Voice. 
The Octagon currently has two main groups within their New Writing department: Incubate and Generate. Incubate is the Octagon’s Professional Playwrights’ Group, founded in 2009. The Group is for ‘emerging’ and ‘mid-career’ level playwrights and enables twelve playwrights to be on attachment at the Theatre all year round. 
Incubate aims to discover playwrights that can be nurtured and eventually commissioned to write plays for the Main Auditorium Programme. The Octagon commissioned Aelish Michael, an Incubate playwright, to write The Demolition Man which was produced as part of the Octagon’s 2010/11 main auditorium season. Generate is part of the Bruntwood Academy, sponsored by Bruntwood, in association with Bolton Lads and Girls Club. Following on from the success of the Incubate group, Generate offers the same opportunities to young playwrights aged between 13-19 years.
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