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MEDIA RELEASE: November 2011
Thursday 19 January – Saturday 18 February 2012
Alfie
By Bill Naughton
Director: David Thacker
Casting Announcement: Vicky Binns Joins Alfie Cast
The Octagon Theatre Bolton celebrates the work of Bolton’s greatest ever playwright, Bill Naughton, with the 1960’s classic: Alfie.  Alfie was made world famous by Michael Caine in one of the most iconic films of the 1960s. It received five Oscar nominations and was voted in Total Film Magazine’s top 50 greatest British films of all time. Alfie was later remade with Jude Law as the eponymous anti-hero.
Taking on the role of Alfie’s young and naïve girlfriend Annie will be Vicky Binns. Unlike the vulnerable character of Annie, Vicky is most well known for her role playing the strong-willed Molly Dobbs in ITV’s Coronation Street. Molly’s affair with married father Kevin Webster, and eventual death in the dramatic tram crash episode in 2010, rocked the Street and ensured her place in Coronation Street history. Vicky last appeared at the Octagon Theatre in the 24:7 Theatre Festival production Dave & Jeff Versus the Crazy Corpse Loving Consultant From Cardiothoracics in 2008. Vicky commented on her role in Alfie: “I’m thrilled to be involved in this production; it’s great to be back at the Octagon Theatre and to be working with director David Thacker for the first time. I hope that the people of Bolton and the North West come along to see the production and share in the celebration of this great local work.” 

Vicky Binns has made numerous TV appearances in favourites such as Emmerdale, Children’s Ward and Casualty. She has also appeared on stage in Teechers and Perfect Pitch for Hull Truck Theatre company and The Ushers for Rain Dog theatre company.
Artistic Director, David Thacker, commented: “Bringing Alfie to the stage in the Bill Naughton’s home town is a real privilege for me as a Director, and also as a huge admirer of Naughton’s work. I really hope that many people who have enjoyed the film versions of Alfie will come to see the play and experience something quite wonderful in the intimate setting of the Octagon auditorium. Vicky is a wonderful actress and I know she will bring a humanity and authenticity to the part of Annie. It will be wonderful for Vicky’s fans to have the opportunity to see her live on stage in Bolton, close to her home town of Bury.”

Vicky will be joined on stage by David Ricardo-Pearce playing the role of unrepentant ladies’ man Alfie. Ricardo-Pearce appeared at the Octagon earlier this year in the role of yet another famous leading lover when he took on the role of Romeo in William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet. David also appeared in the Octagon production of Melvyn Bragg’s The Hired Man, which received the TMA Award for Best Performance in a Musical by an ensemble cast in July 2010.
Alfie is at the Octagon from Thursday 19 January – 18 February 2012. Tickets are from £9.50 on 01204 520661 or at www.octagonbolton.co.uk
ENDS
For review tickets, interview requests and images please contact Anna Babilinski on: 01204 556505 or email

anna.babilinski@octagonbolton.co.uk
Notes for journalists:


Bill Naughton’s autobiographies document with great insight, humour and understanding, Lancashire working class life in the period between wars. He was one of very few working class observers for the Mass Observation Project, which focused on life in Bolton in the late 1930s. The Archives and Local Studies Service at Bolton Museum received the microfilm of the Bolton material from the Mass Observation Archive in early 2001.

As an author whose family emigrated from Ireland in the early years of the century and who lived most of his childhood, adolescence and early manhood in Bolton, the archive is of immense local and national significance as a record of the complex heritage of northern working class culture - particularly as it relates to family, religion and community.

David Thacker is the Octagon Theatre’s Artistic Director. This is his third season as Octagon Artistic Director, this will be his fifteenth production at the Octagon following All My Sons, Ghosts, The Enemies Within, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Comedians, The Hired Man, A Streetcar Named Desire, Love on the Dole, Romeo & Juliet, The Price, The Demolition Man, Secret Thoughts, Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? and Habeas Corpus.

Cast includes Vicky Binns, John Branwell, Isabel Ford, Barbara Hockaday, David Ricardo-Pearce, Francesca Ryan, Eamonn Riley and Kenn Saberton.
Thursday 19 January – Saturday 18 February: Monday to Saturday, 7.30pm

Matinees: Fri 20, Wed 25 Jan, Sat 4, Sat 11, Wed 15 Feb. 2pm

Audio Described performance:  Thursday 16 Feb, 7.30pm

BSL Interpreted performance: Thursday 9 Feb, 7.30pm

Meet the director and cast:  Thursday 26 Jan, free, post-show
Following performances at the Octagon Theatre Bolton Alfie will go on to tour at the following venues:

22 February – 22 March 2012
New Vic Theatre, Newcastle-under-Lyme

Box office 01782 717962
www.newvictheatre.org.uk
20 – 31 March 2012

Stephen Joseph Theatre, Scarborough

Box office 01723 370541
www.sjt.uk.com
3 – 7 April 2012

Dukes, Lancaster
Box office 01524 598500
www.dukes-lancaster.org
11 – 28 April 2012

Oldham Coliseum Theatre
Box office 0161 624 2829
www.coliseum.org.uk/
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