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MEDIA RELEASE: January 2012
Thursday 23 February – Saturday 17 March 2012
Macbeth
By William Shakespeare
Director: David Thacker
Following the success of A Midsummer Night’s Dream and Romeo and Juliet, Macbeth will be the third Octagon Shakespeare production to be directed by Artistic Director David Thacker. Robert Cavanah and Suzan Sylvester will play Macbeth and Lady Macbeth.
Performed in the intimate theatre-in-the-round space of the Octagon auditorium, David Thacker’s fast-moving and psychologically intense production is inspired by the pursuit and preservation of power dominating news headlines all over the world. 

He commented: “Macbeth challenges us today as much as it challenged King James when it was first performed at Hampton Court over 400 years ago. Our world, like his, is dominated by war, bloodshed and savage brutality. But brave and determined people fight against repression to overthrow tyranny. I passionately believe that Shakespeare should be for everybody and I would encourage anybody who thinks that they might not like Shakespeare to try this production and experience the powerful grip in which Shakespeare can hold his audience.”

David Thacker has an outstanding reputation for directing accessible and dynamic Shakespeare productions, earning Olivier Awards for Best Director and Best Revival for his celebrated production of Pericles at the Royal Shakespeare Company, including landmark productions at the RSC of The Two Gentlemen of Verona, The Merchant of Venice, Julius Caesar and Coriolanus.  For the BBC he directed the ground-breaking modern dress production of Measure for Measure. He has directed many of the country’s best-known actors in Shakespeare productions, including Clive Owen, Natasha Richardson, Tom Wilkinson, Corin Redgrave, Sue Johnston, Hugh Bonneville and Toby Stephens.

Robert Cavanah takes on the role of Macbeth following his highly acclaimed performance in Men Should Weep at the National Theatre in 2010-11. Cavanah is reunited with David Thacker who previously directed him in the BBC series Murder in Mind and ITV’s Blue Dove. This will be Cavanah’s first appearance at the Octagon Theatre.

The role of Lady Macbeth will be played by Suzan Sylvester. The Olivier-Award winning actress has previously worked with David Thacker at the Young Vic Theatre and the Royal Shakespeare Company, including playing the role of Marina in his 1991 RSC Olivier Award winning production of Pericles. Suzan returns to the Octagon following her performance in Arthur Miller’s The Price in 2011 which received 5 star reviews from the national press and has recently earned her a Manchester Theatre Award nomination in the category of Best Supporting Actress.

Macbeth is at the Octagon from Thursday 23 February – Saturday 17 March 2012. Tickets are from £9.50 on 01204 520661, or at www.octagonbolton.co.uk
ENDS
For review tickets, interview requests and images please contact Anna Babilinski on: 01204 556505 or email

anna.babilinski@octagonbolton.co.uk
Notes for journalists:
David Thacker is the Octagon’s Artistic Director and has directed many plays by Shakespeare at the Royal Shakespeare Company, the Young Vic Theatre and for the BBC, including Pericles at the RSC for which he received two Olivier Awards. Macbeth will be his fifteenth production at the Octagon following All My Sons, Ghosts, The Enemies Within, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Comedians, The Hired Man, A Streetcar Named Desire, Love on the Dole, Romeo & Juliet, The Price, The Demolition Man, Secret Thoughts, Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? and Habeas Corpus.
Cast includes: Iestyn Arwel, Drew Carter-Cain, Robert Cavanah, Colin Connor, Russell Dixon, Ted Holden, David MacCreedy, Jack Sandle, Georgina Strawson and Suzan Sylvester.
Thursday 23 February – Saturday 17 March 2012: Monday to Saturday, 7.30pm
Matinees: Fri 24 Feb, Sat 3 Mar 2pm
Schools’ matinees: Tue 28 Feb, Thu 8, Thu 15 Mar, 1.30pm Tue 13 Mar 10.30am
Schools’ Play Day: Tue 6 Mar, 10.30am

Bargain Nights: Thu 23, Fri 24, Mon 27 Feb (tickets £9.50 - £15.50)
Audio Described performance:  Thu 15 Mar, 7.30pm
British Sign Language performance: Wed 14 Mar, 7.30pm
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Meet the director and cast:  Thursday 1 Mar (free, post-show)

       Sue Hodgkiss, CBE DL      
              Principal Patron            Principal Sponsor
VAT Registration No: 457 9833 90 | The Octagon Theatre Trust is a Limited Company Registered in England No. 8822226| Registered Charity No. 248833
Administration: 01204 529407 | Ticket Office : 01204 520661 | Book online at www.octagonbolton.co.uk
The Octagon Theatre, Howell Croft South, Bolton. BL1 1SB
